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CAMERA OBSCURA SHOW TRANSCRIPT 
For the Camera Obscura to work, the lights must be turned down (‘Camera Obscura’ is a Latin phrase which means ‘dark room’). The show starts with a brief history of the Camera Obscura, which was installed by Maria Theresa Short in 1853. Maria was an optician, who intended the camera to be a tourist attraction – it has never had any other use! 
The Camera Obscura is similar to a periscope.  At the very top of the tower is a small mirror, which is about the same size of the piece of card you will notice the guide holding.  The mirror is angled so that when light hits it, an image of the city is reflected down the tower. The Camera Obscura only works using natural light, so the image is dependant on the weather, which here in Scotland can make shows very difficult sometimes. 

As the image travels down the tower, it passes through three lenses, which focus the image before it appears on the table. The camera is operated using the pole which has two handles, one for moving the camera left and right, and the other for up and down. Although the image will be facing the guide at the start of the tour, as soon as you start to travel around the city the image starts to travel around the table, so it will face you at some point during the tour. The ability to move the camera allows us to see 360 degrees around Edinburgh, and the guide will take you on a brief tour of the city. 
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As the image reflects the city, it is a live image of what is happening outside. To prove this the guide will take the camera down to the top of Castlehill where there is plenty of action. The guide will also play a few tricks with the camera.
Edinburgh Castle

The Castle is the first stop on our tour, the half-moon battery and the royal apartments are the most prominent features of the Castle, but just to the edge is a small round building. This is St. Margaret’s Chapel, constructed in the 12th century and is Edinburgh’s oldest building.
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Moving on we look to the south-west of Edinburgh, an area called Fountainbridge. Actor Sean Connery was born and raised before going on to deliver milk in the area. The building with lots of windows is Edinburgh College of Art where Sean Connery also used to work as a nude model for the art students.
George Heriot’s School
People sometimes mistake George Heriot’s School for a palace because of its grand appearance. It was built for poor orphan children in the 17th century and is still a school today. The tour also pays a visit to George Square, the main campus of Edinburgh University, and you can see a few of the university buildings, including McEwan Hall, where Edinburgh students graduate.
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 The Hub

The top of Arthur’s Seat (the highest of Edinburgh’s seven hills) is an amazing viewpoint; however, we can’t show you the top of Arthur’s Seat from the Camera Obscura because of the building above, known as The Hub. The Hub used to be a church called St John’s Highland Tolbooth Kirk but now it is the headquarters of the Edinburgh International Festival. From the Hub we move on to look down The Royal Mile. This street links the Castle at one end and the Palace of Holyrood at the other.  On the Royal Mile you can see the High Kirk of St Giles, the building with a distinctive crown shape.
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Calton Hill

There are two monuments on Calton Hill.  The tall one is the Nelson Monument which was built in 1807. The other one is the National Monument, built in 1822.  The National Monument was meant to be a replica of the Greek Parthenon, however, the Parthenon, has forty-eight columns whilst ours only has twelve as the scheme ran out of money.  It is now known as ‘Edinburgh’s Disgrace’. 

Balmoral Hotel
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The Balmoral Hotel is one of the city’s most exclusive places to stay. It has an impressive clock-tower, but when you walk along Princes Street take a good look at the clock, which is always about five minutes fast. This is because the hotel is next door to Waverley Station, so the clock is set a little fast to ensure everyone arrives on time for their trains. The clock only tells the correct time at Hogmanay (New Year’s Eve).
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The Scott Monument
Now at the East end of Princes Street is the Scott Monument, dedicated to Sir Walter Scott, author of novels such as Ivanhoe and Rob Roy. You can climb the 287 steps to the top of the Scott Monument, if you wish. Moving along Princes Street you find two art galleries in the middle.  The one furthest away is called the Royal Scottish Academy and the nearer one is called the National Gallery of Scotland, (which is free to enter). The Camera then comes along to the West End of Princes Street, where you can see the beautiful gardens more clearly.
Ramsay Garden
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Our last stop brings us to our neighbours, a house called Ramsay Garden, which is unusual because of its small windows. The Camera Obscura was once owned by a man called Patrick Geddes, who also designed Ramsay Garden. As he knew what one could see from the Camera Obscura it is thought that he purposefully made the windows smaller in order to prevent visitors at the Camera from looking in. 
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